log2ps

User's Manual

Ottar Kvindesland, LA9IHA

This is the ham-radio operators QSL card machine. When you have
logged your QSO on your PC-log, log2ps will generate complete QSL
cards on white paper. No sticky labels, no printing expences and no
tedious after work.

log2ps is configured through command line switches. You may
want to use it to generate QSL cards for special events, DXpeditions,
contests etc. Easy set-up routines are provided for KIEA CT and Log-
Eqf. The program maintain configuration settings in a config file. It
reads your log-program output file and produces output to a PostScript
file.

The latest version of this program is always availal
http://home.c2i.net/clank/ham/qgsl.html
This manual looks best when printed on A4 sh
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Purpose

The program will read your log file and generate a PostScript code for individu
cards, one for each QSO. The PostScript file forwarded to a compatible prir
produce ready-made QSL cai

If your log-program can produce an ASCII output with one QSO per line, eac
to 160 characters per line you may generate your own QSL calog2p:.

The PostScript output is directed to file. You forward this file to either a Pos
printer or print it out to your laser, ink-jet or dot-matrix printer via GhostScrip
GhostScript, the reader is refferechttp://www.ghostscript.com/

You should print your cards to blank sheets and get your complete QSL ¢
Paperweight of 160 grammes per m2 is recomme

The image above demonstrates a completed QSL card based on a QSO recor
LOG-EQF log

Demo-run
* Copylog2ps.exe to your P(

If you HAVE a PostScript printer
e Connect your PostScript printer to Iptl
* Runlog2psfrom DOS or a DOS b

e Type copy log.ps Iptl '

If you DO NOT have a PostScript printer

e Install GhostScrif

*  Runlog2psfrom DOS or a DOS b

* Follow the instructions from the chapter ‘Notes on Using Ghost:

When the first cards are on paper you can suit them to your own taste by
log2ps -?
System Requirement

e IBM compatible P¢

* CPU 8086 or bett

* DOS 3.1 or bettt

* 256 kB RAM or mor

e Floppydisk, or 200 kB or more free hard disk sj

How to Use the Program
The program runs in DOS or a DOS box in Windows, NT or OS/2. You may i
the program at command line with the syr



log2ps <switchl>..<switchN>
Switches are not case sensitive. They have the s
-<command>[=<parameter>]

Please note that a switch cannot have any spaces. Where spaces are ri
parameter, they should be replaced with underst_. No switches should be lon
than 80 characters. All switches will be stored in the configuration file unless otf
instructed in the description below. The program will be aborted on detectinc
switches. Do remember to include the preceding '-' in the switch. Use
manipulate the configuration file at their own risk. No percautions are taken to \
the data of this fil¢

Examples of running log2ps with switches:

log2ps -blanks=1 Creates a sheet with ble
QSL card
log2ps -logfile=log.txt Setslog2psto read lo

from the file log.tx

log2ps -mysig=LA9IHA Defines local signatu
to LA9IHA

log2ps -myaddr=Belsjoevn_5, N-1440_Droebak Sets local address
Belsjoevn 5, N-144
Droebal

log2ps -gsls=2 -gslpos=c -century=20 Sets program to outf

2 cards per she
centered and years will
printed in the ranc
2000..209

How to Create QSL Cards Based on Log from K1EA CT 9.10

e Establish a operation log with name MYTES
* When the operation is complete you write ir log-screenwRITELO(

You have now the source file flog2psin the filemytest.all . This is the input fil
to your QSL card machine. Set the correct switches to read this file, and |
PostScript to your preferred file. Some important switches to get it goir
suggested paramete

log2ps -logfile=mytest.all
log2ps -slog=K1EA

Or you could of course wri

log2ps -logfile=mytest.all -slog=K1EA



Now all the parameters are set. To generate your PostScript file you simp
log2ps

Further you are recommended to use GhostScript to save trees when testpri
create a PostScript file for testcards you t

log2ps -blanks=1
If you have your PostScript printer connected to COML1 say, yo!
copy log.ps Iptl
and magic, your cards come (
How to Create QSL Cards Based on Log from LOG-EQF 8.56
LogEqf is available i http://www.itis.net/eqf/

First set a few parameters by selecting from Log-EQF Main v
SETUP program configuration

e Setup, Press F1 un'Date format to 'dd-mm-yy'
e Setup, Press F2 un'Printer type to DISK FILE'
e Perform other settings you w

e EXIT to save setting

When you are ready to print your QSL cards you follow this proce

e In Log-EQF Main MenuPRINT logbook record to DISK FILE
e Enter disk file name, elog.txt
e Printin DETAILED format:N'

e Logbook print: Select QSO's to output, Print any QSOs marked "P' in
QSL STATUS

« Enter text to print at top of pages: Not neces
* In Main Menu:EXIT

You have now the source file flog2psin the filelog.txt . This is the input file 1
your QSL card machine. Set the correct switches to read this file, and
PostScript to your preferred file. Some important switches to get it goir
suggested paramete

log2ps -logfile=log.txt
log2ps -slog=LOG-EQF

Or you could of course wri
log2ps -lodfile=log.txt -slog=LOG-EQF

Now all the parameters are set. To generate your PostScript file you simp



Further you are recommended to use GhostScript to save trees when test pri
create a PostScript file for testcards you t

log2ps -blanks=1

If you have your PostScript printer connected to COML1 say, yo!

copy log.ps Iptl

and magic, your cards come (

Legal Switches

When you want to change configuration parameters you have log2pstwice.
First to change the configuration settings, and secondly to produce

The following switches are val

Par amet er

Acti on

-bandfrq

-banner

-banner

-blanks

-century

-corners
-corners

-country
-dest

-edge
-edge

-fixmod

-fixmod

<text string>

<text string>
IOI

<integer>

<integer>

|0|
|l|

<text string>

<text string>

|0|
|l|

<text string>

|0|

This help information This switch is not store
the configuratuion fil

Sets label of Frequency/Band box. Sugge
usage is MHz or Band. Set automatiiHz for
switch-slog=EQF , BAND for switct

-slog=K1EA .

Place the string as a vertical banner on the
side of the cal
No banne

Will produce a number of blank cards.
stored as a configuration. Max 32768 ¢

Century number, usually 19 or

QSL cards will have no edge corr
QSL cards will have edge corn

Country of operatic
PostScript output file from this progri

No space between ca
Space between each QSL ¢

Sets a fixed mode for all QSO's disregarding
Will not appear on blank cart
Uses mode given in Ic



-fixrpt

-fixrpt

-frame
-frame

-greeting

-help

-icons
-icons

-logfile

-logo
-logo
-logo
-logo
-logo
-Ishade

-margin

-modibl
-myaddr

-mybbs

-mybbs
-myloc
-mymail

-mymail

<text string>

<text string>

<text string>

'ARRL'
'DARC'
'NRRL'
'RSGB'

|0|

<decimal value>

<integer value>

<text string>
<text string>

<text string>

IOI
<text string>

<text string>

|0|

Sets a fixed RST for all QSO's disregarding
Used for eg K1EA where RST is not prese!
log. Will not appear on blank car

Uses report given in lo

QSL cards will have no edge fra
QSL cards will have edge fral

Last greeting on card, eg. PSE QSL, 73 de

This help information. Not stored a
configuratiot

No icons will be placed on ce

Icons defined active in icon file log2ps.icn will
printed on card. This switch is not yet act
Warning: This command has not be
completely implements

Name of input file to this program This is the
produced by your log progre

Place an ARRL logo on the QSL c:
Parameter is case sensit

Place an DRAC logo on the QSL c:
Parameter is case sensit

Place an NRRL logo on the QSL c
Parameter is case sensit

Place an RSGB logo on the QSL ¢
Parameter is case sensit

No logo onto the ca

Shade of logo. 0.0 max, 1.0 r

Left margin on card. Units in 1/72 inch. Def:
18

Mode label, e MODE or 2-WAY
Your postal addre

Your AX.25 packet BBS address. Internet 1
address will be reset automatic

No packet BBS addre
Your QTH locato

Your internet mail address. AX.25 pac
address will be reset automatic
No internet mail addre



-myname
-myrig
-mysig

-oscall

-pgth

-pgth
-qp...

-ptitle
-ptitle

-setdef

-shcfg

-slog
-slog
-slog

-title

-gsls

-X
-X

-xchar
-xchar

-xoffset

-xoffset
-xoffset
-xoffset

-yoffset

<text string>
<text string>
<text string>

<text string>

<text string>
IOI
<text string>

|0|
|l|

'LOG-EQF'
ICTI
'KLEA'

<text string>

<integer value>

|0|
|l|
|0|
|l|

<integer value>

|e||
|er|
|C|

<integer value>

Your nam
Your rig, antennae €
Your signatur

Operating system command to be executed
to closedown. E.gcopy log.ps Iptl' , Of

'gs log.ps'.

Name of the portable QTH from where you
worked
No portable QT}

SeeDefinining log2ps Inpt

Disable particulars titles like OPR, QTH
Enable particulars titles like OPR, QTH

Set default configuration file. Not stored ¢
configuratiot

Show data on the configuration file. Not stc
as a configuratic

Will read from a LOG-EQF 8.56 created
Will read from a CT 6.26 created log (freew:
Will read from a K1EA CT v. 9.10 created

Title of QSL card. Written above info boxes,
| have the pleasure of confirming the
QSO;

Number of cards on a sheet. Ma

Not expert, full help info given in he
Expert, only switches descrik

Ordinary english alphabet us
Extended alphabet, including Norwec
charactet

Adjust the horisontal offset of the cards or
sheet. The integer value represents numt
1/72 inch and may be positive as we
negativi

Cards are printed to the left of the sl
Cards are printed to the right of the sl
Cards are printed at the center of the ¢

Adjust the vertical offset of the cards on
sheet. The integer value represents numt
1/72 inch and may be positive as we
negativi



Notes on using GhostScript

Users who has no access to a postscript printer may well use the Ghost Scr
program to emulate PostScript on your PC. You should lo

http://lwww.ghostscript.com

This site should lead you to the download as well as the excellent Ghostscrif
manual byThomas Mer:

Under Obtaining Aladdin Ghostscript 5.10 from Aladdin Ghostscript you s
download the files for the minimum configurati

e gs510ini.zi|
e gs510fnl.zi
and either for DO

e 0s510dos.zi
or Windows3.11 or Win95/N

e 0sb510w32.zi
e gsview.zif

You should also download the manual of Thomas v

Installation Procedure, DOS
The installation procedure is for the simplest possible installation of GhostSc
DOS to help you usinlog2ps.

¢ Create the directoriec:\gs  andc:\gs\fonts
e Copy gs510ini.zip tc:\gs

e Unzip gs510ini.zi

e Copy gs510dos.zip lc:\gs

e Unzip gs510dos.z

e Copy gs510fnl.zip toc:\gs\fonts

e Unzip gs510fnl.zi

It is necessary that the files produced by the Unzip function is situatec
directories they were unzipped. l.e if you unzic:\gs the resulting files must not
in c:\gs\gs510 . If this happens, the files must be mo

Test!

e Whileinc\gs typegs386 tiger.ps

e The tiger should appear on your monitor. When completely drawn, a text
be presented on the t

e Hit Enter to continut

e Type(golfer.ps) run

e The golf lady should come t

e Hit Enter to continut

e Typequit to exi



If you are unfamiliar with DOS you should consult a friend or some other persc
can perform the simple setting described be

e Atc:\open AUTOEXEC.BA

« Add to the line commencing wiset path= this string:c:\gs;c:\gs\fonts
* Above the line above, insert a lirset GS_LIB = c:\gs;c:\gs\fonts

e« Save AUTOEXEC.BAT and ex

* Restart the computer by CTRL-ALT-DI

Test .

* Proceed to the directory where you have instdog2p«

* Create a sheet with blanks, eg like log2ps -dest=log.ps -blanks=1
* View the output file with the commangs386 log.ps

e One or more QSL cards should appear on the monitor, when completely
some lines should be printed on top starting 'Loading Nimbus....

* Hit Enter to continu
e Typequit to exi

Feel better? Now read the GhostScript ma

Hint for you who have read it. It has nothing to do with printing QSL cards.
want to produce Acrobat Reader PDF files, you should find the file ps2f
Change the lir

set PS2PDFGS=gs
to

set PS2PDFGS=gs386

To view your QSL card on the monitor, you follow the procedure below
example assumes you have the QSL card postscript in the file log.ps. You sim
the commant

gs386 log.ps

To print it on a printer you type a command like be
gs386 -q -dNOPAUSE -sDEVICE=bcj600 log.ps -c quit

The example is for a Cannon BJC-4000 printer. If you have a different prin
should find the correct driver in chapter 4 in the GhostScript mi

When you have got the command that does the trick, you could use it as a p
to the -oscall  switch

Installation Procedure, Win95/WinNT
There are two versions you may consider specified below. You simply inaste
and run the installed software from icons. The procedure for prin

* Enter GSViev
¢ Open desired PostScript



» Select Prir

e Select device, for the Cannon BJC-4000 you Sicjeoo.
e Select resolution, eg 3

e See that PostScript printer and Print to file are both |
e Select QueL

* Click OK

Again, the reader is encouraged to display the postscript in the viewer befor
copy is generate

GhostScript v. 5.10
This release is distributed on a number of files that fits into diskettes. You nee¢
files:

« GSView
e gs510ini.zi|
e 0sb510w32.zi

e 0sb510fnl.zi
It is all available ahttp://www.cs.wisc.edu/~ghost/aladdin/get510.html
You install it all by runnin

GhostScript v. 5.50

You have to download the file gsv26550.exe. It is a large file availe
http://www.cs.wisc.edu/~ghost/aladdin/get550.html

Definining log2ps Input
Input to log2ps is read from the the file produced by your log program. It must |

one QSO per line, each of no more then 160 characters. The file may look
example below collected from my LOG-EQF out

LA9IHA QSL BACKLOG

DATE TIME STATION FREQ MODE SENT RCVD QTH NAME QSL
26-10-97 10:40 OHB6AW 21.0 SSB 59 59 15 Finland P
15-04-98 19:59 IK4AOLU  7.013. CW 559 579 Rimini Antonio P

15-04-98 20:18 PAOHMT  7.013. CW 599 599 Nr Monnickendam Neth Henk P
16-04-98 20:09 DJ9GB  7.016. CW 589 599 P
19-04-98 19:45 HB9PO  7.012. CW 599 599 Versoix Switzerland Yvan P

19-04-98 20:15 DJACE ~ 7.012. CW 599 599 Bessen P
25-05-91 16:00 LCINAT 144.30 USB 55 59 Asker Ole P
26-04-98 20:15 EW2EG  7.011. CW 559 599 Kaliningrad Sluck P
27-04-98 19:48 EA7TCHO  7.010. CW 549 599 Jaenne Jose P
27-04-98 20:14 UX7IC  7.010. CW 549 579 Cresnoarmes Ukraine Sergej P
30-04-98 20:10 F5VEZ  7.008. CW 599 579 Wim Nr Hesdi P

Each element of your QSO information has its positions on the line. You may
where you want to collect date, time, station worked etc. This is implementec
command«QPOS.... They take the parameter fornCiiCli  where C is a charac
and | is an integer. | describes where and C describes how you fetch the s
Alternative options ar

A Absolute. The parametil gives the coloumn numb
e G: Group. The parametll gives the group numb:



e E: End off current groull must have the vali99.

The first column is number 00. To define month in the example above yo
log2ps -qpmon=A03A04

When setting theese parameters you can check the log by
log2ps -gptest

It is well adviced practice to iterate between checking and writing positionin

You can automatically set this positioning data to some well known logs by
parameter to the switc¢slog

« LOG-EQF
. K1EA
. CT

Switches for defining substrings ¢

Swi t ch Par anet er Action

-gpday <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. C
must be integer 1..31. See Defininlog2p«
Input.

-qpfrg <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Sta

-gphdr <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. H

-gpmin <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Mint

-gpmod <text string> Setting positions of substring from I

-gpmon <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Mot

-gprpt <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Sta

-gptest Run a test of log with all QPOS... d
presented. Not stored as a configure

-gpwrk <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Sta
worked

-qpyr <text string> Setting positions of substring from log. Yee

last digits. Century is handled -century.

Common problems

Running log2ps and no cards are gene

- Check with switch -shcfg that your logfile is consistent with what log2ps ¢
- Check that you actually have this



- Check that you have set log2ps to read the correct substrings with switch

Guarantee

| cannot resist bringing up this subject. It appears frequently on software wt
USA. Even on freeware the disclaimer has appeared! As | have not asked you
nor charged you for the usage, any legal complaints will be looked well af
brought forward on joyful even

Current bugs and future developments

When creating software for the amateur radio community, the emphasis is on d
and writing code. Testing is left with bare necessity. There may therefore be
functions which does not work as intended. Please let me know if you have ini
having theese parts looked into, and | will fix it. The idea is that if it is used it wi

| am aware of problems with tlicons  switch. You are currently advised not to
it, as it will probably cause troubles with the PostScript code. Again, if you n
send me a ma

The most likely candidates for further development is the user interface
PostScript code itself. The new Java technology lends itself to the config
envirnoment. It has all the windows facilities you may wish, and is ple
independent. The PostScript code is a programming envirnoment in its ow
Hence it is a great potential for tailormaking each card to the QSO. You may
list up the equipment you have available for the band the QSO was made. Fut
could have a french greeting to all amateurs with a callsign starting with F
Chineese for the ones starting with B. If you have more ideas, please let m

Distribution

You may distribute the program log2ps.exe and this file log2ps.wri freely fc
commercial purposes. Any other file generated by this program must
distributed. They are your own de

Commercial distribution, ie where money is involved is only permitted on my v
approval

The source code is also freely available, and you may perform any change y
Any program compiled from modified source must however not be distributec
original work or approved work is compiled with your modifications. This mear
if you want to distribute a modified version, you must first notify me, and | v
possible approve it for re-distribution wlog2p:s.

You may however not within the source code or the PostScript output rem
phrase LA9IHAlog2ps.

Comments and suggestions are welcome to
Ottar Kvindeslan
Belsjoevn. !
N-1440 Droeba
Norway
internet ma



clank@c?2i.ne
AX.25 packet ma
LA9IHA@LA3F.#FOL.C.NO.EL

(c) 1998 by LA9IHA Ottar Kvindesland, v. 09-



